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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

National Headquarters Established 

Before this magazine reaches our readers, central headquarters 
for our national organizations will have become an established fact. 
After the vote of the delegates at the Atlanta convention, in favor 
of such headquarters, in New York, the committee in charge made 
inquiry as to possible office space. It was greatly desired that this 
should be found in the building at 156 Fifth Avenue where the Na- 
tional Organization for Public Health Nursing is located, and it has 
finally been possible to secure it. Two offices have been leased and 
Miss Albaugh, who has been in charge of the Bureau of Information 
at 44 East 23rd Street, will be office director, for the present, at least. 
September had been thought of as the date for establishing this work, 
but the need of a center for a recruiting campaign has hastened mat- 
ters and the rooms were rented from July 15th. The Red Cross 
finances the undertaking for the first year. The American Nurses' 
Association, the National League of Nursing Education, and the 
Department of Nursing of the Red Cross are jointly represented 
here. 

Recruiting Campaigns 
During the war, under the auspices of the Council of Defense, 
a tremendous effort was made to secure greater numbers of candi- 
dates for our nursing schools, and this effort was successful. Schools 
were asked to enlarge their classes and their housing accommodations, 
to shorten their courses for college graduates, and in every way to 
help meet the situation. The high school and college graduates had 
the needs of our nursing schools constantly before them, presented 
as a service to their country. The armistice brought a reaction that 
has been and is being keenly felt by our nursing schools and by the 
public. We all thought that we could relax our efforts, and save 
for the work of the Interstate Secretary which included many talks 
to students on Nursing as a Profession, direct efforts at recruiting 
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were largely abandoned. We did not realize that a large proportion 
of the war volunteers would drop out of nursing as soon as the direct 
patriotic motive was removed, and that our classes would be thinned 
in consequence. In the meantime, there has been a redistribution of 
graduates, due to the increasingly urgent demands in the fields of 
nursing education, of public health, and of the Red Cross. The private 
duty field has been so depleted that the public has become alarmed 
and is interested as never before in our problems. On one side, more 
and more graduate nurses are demanded for positions of trust, while 
on the other, fewer applicants have been entering the probation 
classes, so that there are in some hospitals hardly enough students 
to keep the wheels turning. 

We believe we have reached the turning, however, for once the 
need was keenly felt, measures were taken for relief of the shortage 
of applicants. The first organized effort seems to have been made 
in Chicago by the Central Council on Nursing Education, as has 
been previously reported. This is an organization of hospital boards 
and superintendents, for the purpose of interesting high school and 
college graduates in nursing and of guiding them to the best schools. 
This Council is not trying to fill all the schools, only those which 
offer a satisfactory course. The movement is financed by the fees 
from the hospitals and an executive secretary is employed. The re- 
sults have been most encouraging, 

In Michigan, a state-wide campaign has been recently completed 
which was so successful that it is said there is not a school in the 
state which has not its full quota of students. Speakers were sent 
throughout the state, which was carefully districted, and there was 
publicity by means of posters, stickers, newspaper and magazine 
articles. The Pennsylvania-Delaware Division has been conducting 
a similar campaign. 

In many places the Nightingale Celebration was made a medium 
of publicity to emphasize the need of more student nurses, as our news 
items will show, notably that given at Orchestra Hall, Chicago, and 
the dinner at the Biltmore, New York. Both of these were civic 
occasions with speakers of eminence and both served the purpose 
of bringing the profession of nursing before the public in an impres- 
sive way. 

At Hastings, Nebraska, a ten weeks' preliminary course in nurs- 
ing is being given at Hastings High School, to applicants who will 
agree to enter one of the city's training schools at the completion of 
the course. The movement was endorsed by the State Department of 
Vocational Education. The subjects are those covered in most of the 
preliminary courses in our training schools. 
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In addition to these state and local measures, a nationwide re- 
cruiting campaign is being undertaken by our three national organ- 
izations in cooperation with the Department of Nursing of the Red 
Cross, not only for the purpose of securing students, but for making 
better known the proper standards of nursing education and for en- 
listing the support of the public in maintaining them. It is not the 
intention of those in charge of this movement to duplicate work that 
is already being undertaken in other ways. The work will be directed 
from the new headquarters of our associations at 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, and will be carried out through the Red Cross Divisions 
in cooperation with state and district nursing associations. 

It is important to remember, in all this effort, that it is not enough 
to attract students ; we must keep them. If a student enters a school 
which has not comfortable living accommodations or adequate in- 
struction, she will not only leave the school, but she will become a 
walking protest against that school, and against nursing as a pro- 
fession. It is a well known principle of advertising that no amount 
of publicity will sell poor goods for a long period of time, there must 
be something back of the advertisement to make good its promises. 
As our Interstate Secretary has said in her addresses, "You cannot 
compel young women to enter nursing, you must attract them." 

Florence Nightingale Medals 
Announcement has been made of the awards by the International 
Red Cross Committee at Geneva of the Florence Nightingale medal. 
American nurses who received this honor are: Helen Scott Hay, 
Florence M. Johnson, Martha M. Russell, Linda K. Meiers, Alma E. 
Foerster, and Mary E. Gladwin. We are sure that all will rejoice 
that these medals have been given to nurses who have done hard, 
uphill work, often under great difficulty and opposition. We believe 
all these women served abroad except Miss Johnson, but the hundreds, 
even thousands, of nurses whom she inspired and befriended as they 
left this country and returned, will feel that the award to her was as 
appropriate as to any who were nearer the scenes of war. 

A Southern Public Health Center 

The School of Social Work and Public Health at Richmond, 
Virginia, has completed its third year and is making an effort to 
obtain an endowment of $60,000 for the better support of a work 
which has met a great need. The school was at first housed in rooms 
in the Juvenile Court Building, but now occupies two buildings. The 
classes have grown from thirty, the first year, to one hundred and 
seven for the year just ended, fifty-four of the students having been 
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enrolled in the Department of Public Health Nursing. There are two 
courses offered in this division, one full course of eight months' dura- 
tion, and another of four months. Ninety-six graduates of the school 
are filling various positions of responsibility. An affiliation of the 
school with William and Mary College has been recently completed. 
It is well known that for social work in the south, southern nurses 
can be more successful, as a rule, than northern ones who are unused 
to southern conditions of life. The poorer quarters in southern cities 
present many problems which are different from those in northern 
slums. The negro and the foreigner have ways of their own which 
must be known and understood by the public health nurse who is try- 
ing to help solve their difficulties. The school in Richmond is more 
accessible to southern nurses than are our northern courses in public 
health and it is to be hoped that there will be no difficulty in obtaining 
the needed endowment for its support. 

A New Medical Center 

Rochester, New York, the home city of the JOURNAL, bids fair to 
become a medical center second to none in this country, if the terms 
of the recent gifts to the University of Rochester can be carried out. 
The enormous sum of $9,000,000 has been given to the University by 
the General Education Board and by George Eastman, for the pur- 
pose of founding a medical school of the highest type. The Rochester 
Dental Dispensary will be used as the clinic of the dental department 
of the school and as this is already well equipped and endowed, it 
adds to the value of the other gifts. 

A hospital is a necessary part of the plan for a new medical 
school and it is earnestly hoped that this may be made a university 
hospital and school of nursing, of as high a type as it is intended 
that the medical school shall be. 

It is interesting to know that one reason why Rochester was 
selected for this medical school by the General Education Board is 
that it is so desirable a place of residence for professors and their 
families. 

Thrift 

To promote thrift in ourselves, and in others who may be under 
our guidance, nothing is more salutary, though to some not joyous, 
than to keep an itemized account of expenditures. The Government 
Loan Organization, through its Woman's Division, 121 Broadway, 
New York, goes a step further and asks individuals not only to keep 
accounts, but to make a budget based on past expenditures, with a 
view to saving. This organization issues a budget and account sheet 
which is an excellent model of the form in which such accounts may 
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be kept. Any ordinary blank book could be ruled off with similar 
headings and doubtless the result would be, as the Government hopes, 
an increase in saving, and wiser spending. Sample sheets may be 
obtained from the New York office. If nurses would keep personal 
accounts in this manner, the budgets so worked out might form an 
equitable basis for salaries, based on necessary expenditures with 
reference to the part of the country in which they are working. 

The Nurses' Relief Fund 

The chairmen of State Relief Fund Committees are, many of 
them, trying to rouse interest in the Fund in every district and 
alumnae association in their territory. There is need of their efforts, 
for the Fund is giving in benefits, at the present time, almost all that 
it can safely spare without encroaching on its principal, yet the re- 
quests for help keep coming in, and these requests are so urgent and 
the help is so evidently needed, that they must be met if possible. 
Let every one who has not given anything to the Relief Fund this 
year, do so at once. Possibly those who have contributed, would 
double their contributions or give again, if they could realize the need. 

The Nurses' Memorial Fund 

The fund for the Nightingale School in France which is being 
raised by American nurses in memory of those of their number who 
died in service, has reached the amount of $44,479. We have promised 
$50,000, — perhaps by fall our energy will be renewed and we shall 
easily complete the sum. 

A Correction 

In the convention proceedings of the July Journal appeared an 
article called, "Accrediting a School of Nursing," by Elizabeth C. 
Burgess. This was, in fact, not a written article, but an ex- 
temporaneous discussion. Through an oversight, the material was 
not sent to Miss Burgess for revision, which we greatly regret. 

The Editorship of the Journal 

The whole country is, naturally, interested as to who is to be 
Miss Palmer's successor. At the meeting of the Journal Board, 
called in June to consider matters of policy for the JOURNAL, it was 
found impossible to secure the women desired, and rather than make 
a hasty appointment, the matter was put off until later. In the mean- 
time, the assistant editor who has been with Miss Palmer for thirteen 
years, has been asked to carry on the work as acting editor. 



